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The Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA), an autonomous trust under the
Ministry of Culture, Government of India, is a premier research and resource centre, engaged in the
study, documentation, publication and dissemination of knowledge in the field of arts.

The Nadi Utsav is an annual flagship programme under the IGNCA'’s Riverine Culture project.
It serves as a platform for discussions, dialogues, and the exchange of ideas regarding the country’s
rivers and riverine culture. The festival comprises a seminar, documentary film festival, thematic
exhibitions, cultural expressions based on various themes related to the waterscapes of India.

This year’s festival, from 24" — 2t September, 2026, focuses on the Yamuna River, brings
_together scholars, environmentalists, policymakers and field workers to deliberate on the rivers
ecvivgicai crises, cuiturai nistory and pathways towards its rejuvenation. The festival features three
national-level key components:
i. Seminar: The Eternal Yamuna: Chronicles of Conflict Biotic Healing and the Socio-
Cultural Hearth.
ii. Documentary film festival: The River as an Archivist (Films on all rivers are welcome,
with a special slot dedicated to films on Yamuna, pertaining to the year's theme).
iii. Photograph Exhibition: Seeking Yamuna.

In this regard, it is requested that this invitation may kindly be circulated among
your students, scholars, and faculty members to actively participate in the seventh Nadi Utsav under
the afore-said components. We believe their insights and perspectives will greatly enrich the
deliberations. The concept-notes along with the sub-themes and registration links are
enclosed herewith and also available on our website (h‘-&éps:f’/iamaaev.in/events/?th-nadi~utsaw’).
For any further information and enquiry, please contact Sh. Abhay Mishra, Convenor, Nadi Utsay
(Mob. 98717 65552, Email: nadiutsavignca@gmail.com)

We look forward to a strong participation from vour university.
Warm regards,

T muwnE pyrdt b
Encls: as above R s 0
EHTRTE B 4. (dTidls
e 126
Joltl

(K. Anil Kumar)

Dr. Suresh Gosavi

Vice Chancellor,

Savitribai Phule Pune University
Ganeshkhind, Pune, Maharashtra — 411007
Email: puyc@unipune. ac in




Seventh Nadi Utsav documentary film festival concept note
The River as an Archivist

The rivers of our subcontinent are far more than mere lines on a map; they are the living, fluid
diaries of our communities. For generations, they have quietly witnessed the unfolding of our
civilisation—from ancient sages composing timeless epics on their banks to modern cities
rising beside them. Our connection with water is deeply personal; our folk traditions have
always spoken to rivers as family, sharing human struggles and celebrating seasonal joys, rather
than treating them as indifferent streams of water.

To honour this profound bond, the Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA), an
autonomous trust under the Ministry of Culture, Government of India, celebrates the seventh
edition of Nadi Utsav. This year, our film festival segment invites creators and storytellers to
explore the theme: ‘The River as an Archivist’.

We call for films that unlock the deep memories stored within our waterbodies. It is an
invitation to look around your own surroundings and tell the unfiltered story of your local river,
stream, or wetland. We encourage you to bring out its unique local history, its moments of joy,
its current grievances, and the pressing environmental issues it faces today. Whether it is a
grand narrative of community migration or a fragile, quiet story of a neighbourhood waterbody,
your lens can give the water a voice.

The cinematic stories celebrating all rivers across the Indian subcontinent are most welcome
and encouraged. However, a dedicated section in the festival will feature films centered on the
Yamuna, as the river is this year’s theme.

Nadi Utsav serves as a cultural confluence bridging ancestral roots with modern environmental
consciousness. We invite filmmakers to join this cinematic confluence.

Submissions close on 14" August 2026.
Film entry formats

1. Spandan: The Pulse (reel/ short video — upto 50 seconds)
2. Dhara: The Stream (short documentary — upto 20 minutes)
3. Pravah: The Flow (full length documentary — upto 50 minutes)
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Seventh Nadi Utsav photo contest concept
Seeking Yamuna

The rivers of India have a robust presence in the historical, cultural, and spiritual heritage of
the country and its people. To celebrate this deep bond with the legendary waters, the Indira
Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA), an autonomous trust under the Ministry of
Culture, Government of India, along with Photocommune, present an All India Photo Contest
as part of the seventh Nadi Utsav, a festival celebrating our riverine legacy.

The seventh Nadi Utsav is dedicated to the resilience of the Yamuna river. The contest titled
‘Seeking Yamuna’, is a call to visualise the spirit of the Yamuna — the river’s journey, history,
mythology, legacy, ecology, environment, current situations, people/ communities connected
with the river, and what the river means to you. You are welcome to share any rare or archival
photo (s) of the Yamuna.

The best photos will be showcased in a curated exhibition at the seventh Nadi Utsav, at IGNCA,
New Delhi.

This year, bring forth your candid connection with the Yamuna and become a part of the
invocation to the river.

The last date for photo submission is 14™ August 2026.
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Seventh Nadi Utsav seminar concept note
The Eternal Yamuna: Chronicles of Conflict, Biotic Healing, and
the Socio-Cultural Hearth

When the waters of the Yamuna rose in 2023 and reached the Red Fort, some said she had
reclaimed an older path. The Yamuna, it is believed, was eager to touch baby Krishna’s feet
even as Vasudev struggled to cross her surging vastness. The Yamuna, it is also said, was
dragged over the landscape by a stubborn Balarama. Rivers are now defined by this
contradiction - they shape civilisations, they are duly worshipped: but they are also harnessed
and polluted. As we celebrate the abundance that rivers enable, we must take cognisance of the
brutality in our relationship to rivers. The Yamuna is the site for Krishna Leela in Jayadeva’s
Gita Govinda. The same river has witnessed the battles of Kurukshetra and Panipat. And the
Yamuna has also borne the concrete weight of the transformation of the capital city region over
decades. Now that the flooding of the river has become an annual feature, we must pause and
ask - how can we as scholars, students, custodians, environmentalists, and beneficiaries of the
Yamuna ensure that the river thrives in environmental and cultural terms?

At the seventh Nadi Utsav, the Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA), an
autonomous trust under the Ministry of Culture, Government of India, in collaboration with
the Department of English, University of Delhi, is organising a seminar dedicated to
articulating the significance of the Yamuna across academic disciplines. The national seminar,
titled ‘The Eternal Yamuna: Chronicles of Conflict, Biotic Healing, and the Socio-Cultural
Hearth’ aims to revisit and expand the existing perceptions of the river. The seminar intends to
understand the Yamuna through an interdisciplinary perspective - as river, as metaphor, as deity,
as an entity with whims and needs, as a pivot of culture and memory, and as a water body in
urgent need of restoration and preservation.

We invite abstracts (250 words) that address any of the following sub themes pertaining to the
Yamuna. The last date for abstract submission is 30" June 2026.

The River of Chronicles: Civilisational Memory and the Domestic Sphere

A Living Link: Oral Traditions, Artisanal Legacies, and Livelihoods

The Sacred Stream: Rites of Passage, Ritual Arts, and Cultural Identity

Contested Flows: Strategic Conflict, Urbanisation and its Pressures, and the Battles for

b S

Space
5. Ethics, Biotics, and the Environment in the Assessment and Conservation of the
Yamuna
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